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The 2019/20 season marked the beginning of a new era for Leicester City in the Community.

The 2019/20 season, despite the backdrop of a global pandemic, marked the beginning of a new era 
for Leicester City in the Community.

Early October 2019 was the launch of our first Community Hub at King Power Stadium. LCFC first team 
player, Ben Chilwell helped to unveil the new facility with participants from across community projects. 
The development of community hubs will continue over the next three seasons working with partner 
organisations, individuals, families and wider networks.

In December 2019 we were awarded Silver for ‘Best Premier League Football Community Scheme’ at 
the Football Business Awards – award judges were impressed with our ambition and achievements over 
a relatively short period of time, and in early 2020 our health and wellbeing theme secured significant 
funding from the Premier League / Professional Footballers’ Association, which will now fund targeted 
interventions designed to tackle inactivity and support both physical and mental wellbeing.

Our partnerships with key organisations continued to grow in strength. Over the coming year Public 
Health Leicester and Leicester Diabetes Centre will support the development and evaluation of our 
health and wellbeing theme, and our unique relationship with Leicester City Football Club is best 
highlighted through the Club’s commitment to equality and diversity, featured in the LCFC 2019 annual 
achievement report.

The coronavirus pandemic resulted in an unexpected end to almost all face to face delivery in both 
school and community-settings, but our innovative staff quickly responded by adapting activities 
that could be accessed through online and social media platforms. Moving forward these activities 
will be developed with support from professional partners, which will enhance our services by further 
engaging individuals and communities throughout the 2020/21 season.

LCFC 2019 ANNUAL ACHIEVEMENT REPORT > CLICK HERE 
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Building a diverse workforce that is reflective of our communities is a central part of our values and 
culture. It is our aspiration that by 2022, a minimum of 20% of our workforce will have come through our 
participant to employee pathway.

Our services and activities are developed and delivered by staff and volunteers who seek to Engage, 
Inspire and Empower through Togetherness, Respect and Pride. These core values epitomise both what 
we do and how we do it.

A WORKFORCE REFLECTIVE 
OF OUR COMMUNITIES

 “I started coaching a bit...
and through the years I’ve been 
volunteering… and now I’m here 

today coordinating.”

Ali Adnan, PL Kicks Coordinator, LCitC
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Forest Foxes, funded by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the Premier League, 
is part of the wider Community Forest Woodland Outreach Project, which looks to deliver rare experiences 
for primary school children across the country in partnership with the National Forest Company.

School children have the opportunity to make controlled fires and explore wildlife, among many other 
tasks, which have been proven to have a positive impact on wellbeing.

UNIQUE FOREST FOXES EXPERIENCE

“Forest Foxes aims to get children outside into the environment. 
The Forest School Association have an ethos to create 
inspirational lessons in the outdoors. This promotes the health and 
wellbeing of children and is designed to build up their resilience.”

Sheila Capper, LCitC

10 11



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
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Leicester City in the Community have teamed up with Amnesty International UK’s Football Welcomes 
Community Project to create more welcoming communities for refugees and people seeking asylum.
 
Funded by The People’s Postcode Lottery, Football Welcomes works with refugee groups and charities, 
amateur football teams, schools and wider networks to help bring people closer together in local 
communities.

LCFC TEAMS UP WITH AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL UK

“The Club is obviously at the heart of the community and has a 
unique ability to bring people together. Even if you don’t speak 
the same language, playing football together can give you a 
sense of belonging, on and off the pitch, and it can really help 
people who have fled conflict and persecution to settle into a 
new country and culture.”

Naomi Westland, Amnesty
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HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING
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Funded by the Premier League Charitable Fund, United Leicester is a collaboration of the city’s four 
professional sports clubs, Leicester City, Leicester Riders, Leicester Tigers and Leicestershire County Cricket 
Club, supporting children to take part in sport activities and understand the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.

LEICESTER RIDERS HOST 
UNITED LEICESTER LAUNCH

“The name speaks for itself. The top clubs in Leicester are trying to 
promote a healthy lifestyle. You do not want to have your child 
at home in front of the TV, you want them outside having a kick-
about with friends, enjoying sports and enjoying being active.”

Christian Fuchs, LCFC

Childhood physical inactivity and obesity are present in higher levels in the city of Leicester compared 
to other parts of the UK, and Leicester Diabetes Centre, based at the city’s general hospital are key 
partners supporting the healthy lifestyles programme.

“The project uses coaches from each club to inspire the next 
generation, as well as providing workshops for parents and 
guardians, to increase their awareness of the benefits of leading a 
healthy lifestyle and the consequences of inactivity.”

Matt Bray, LCitC
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FOOTBALL 
DEVELOPMENT
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Children aged seven to 14 years old enjoyed a fun-filled day, with boys and girls of all abilities taking part 
in skills development sessions, challenges, and tournaments delivered by Leicester City in the Community.

All went home with City merchandise as a prize for taking part and, as an even better treat, Youri 
Tielemans was on hand to show off some skills and get involved in the half-term football camp. Youri also 
posed for photos, gave out some tips and even answered questions posed by the youngsters.

TIELEMANS SHARES PLAYING TIPS 
WITH ASPIRING FOOTBALLERS

“At that age, you don’t think about making it, you just think about 
enjoying playing and touching the ball.”

Youri Tielemans, LCFC
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ACHIEVEMENTS
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Provided outdoor learning to 14 partner primary schools supporting over 700 children and six school staff. 

EDUCATION

“Being outside makes me feel calm and peaceful.”

Year 6 pupil, Queensmead Primary School

Worked with eight partner secondary schools to provide targeted interventions supporting over 200 
young people to improve academic attainment and attendance. 

“[We] looked at my attitude to teachers and lessons – we have 
been keeping my attendance up, doing the stress bucket and 

personality tests.”

Year 11 student, Wreake Valley Academy

Delivered extra-curricular activities to almost 600 primary school children supporting increased 
engagement in physical activity.

“I really like the football… I try my best to help people and it’s 

really good.”

Year 5 pupil, Glenfield Primary School
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Partnered with more than 20 local organisations to breakdown socioeconomic barriers and provide 
equal opportunities. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

“We’ve been developing our relationship with [LCitC] over the last 
couple of years, there’s someone here every week who helps with 
exercise and wellbeing.”

Pete Hobson, Leicester City of Sanctuary

Opened our first community hub at King Power Stadium, providing activities and events supporting 800 
participants in the first six months.

“Just looking at the pictures around the [facility], it seems like a 
very good community [programme] and Leicester is known to be 
a community club, so it’s good to see that that is the case.”

Ben Chilwell, LCFC

Continued to develop good strong relationships with the Violence Reduction Unit and Neighbourhood 
Police Teams helping to improve relationships with young people and the police.

“LCitC has a strong track record of local delivery and I am 
pleased they have prioritised this much needed work.”

Lord Willy Bach, PCC Leicestershire
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Supported more than 400 people aged 60 years and older to take part in social events and physical 
activity sessions helping to reduce loneliness and social isolation. 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

“I really enjoyed meeting the children and the hospitality of those 
who run the Silver Foxes is overwhelming.”

Silver Foxes participant

Piloted emotional wellbeing workshops with three primary schools and five secondary schools supporting 
160 children and young people to build resilience.

“Children get to learn about how to process and deal with their 
anger… build up their self-esteem and become more confident 
within themselves.”

Glenn Short, LCitC

Introduced the first Leicester Weight Loss League helping 45 participants to build resilience to improve 
wellbeing, and reduce obesity.

“[LCitC] have supported me to increase my physical activity [levels] 
and lead a healthier lifestyle.”

Weight Loss League participant
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Eight partner primary schools continued to receive adapted face to face sessions or remote classroom 
sessions supporting vulnerable children and children of key workers.

DURING COVID-19

“The children learning how to play a variety of sports whilst socially 
distancing has meant that they can focus more on the skills that 
they are learning which is great.”

Teacher, Sparkenhoe Primary School

Remote delivery replaced face to face sessions in a community-setting for refugees and people seeking 
asylum, adults with disabilities, and children and young people currently in care.

“Vardy is [an] inspiration, how he came through lower leagues and 
from a factory worker to setting a record in the Premier League.”

Young person with care experience

Teaching support workshops delivered by our education team engaged over 40 primary school teachers 
and 15 primary schools. 

“I have taken some great ideas to engage my new class, including 
supporting those with visual impairments… I also feel more confident 
breaking down the teaching of some sports into smaller steps.”

Teacher, Forest Lodge Academy

Football coaching workshops delivered by LCitC football development staff and LCFC academy staff 
engaged over 20 grassroots coaches.

“Extremely useful… definitely look forward to more of these in the 
future.”

Grassroots Coach, FC Burbage

Free education resources and interactive activities made available across social media platforms helped 
us to extend our reach to over 22,000 followers.

“Finding the Leicester City in the Community packs was brilliant, 
it provided us with something friendly, fun and reliable that came 
each day.” 

Parent feedback on Tour de Stadiums

A total of 17 community staff volunteered their time to support 12 local and national organisations.

“We support such a wide range of people in the community and 
we wanted to find ways to reach as many of them as we could 
and show we were still there for them.”

Rebecca Pawley, LCitC

Received the Parasport UK ‘April Club of the Month’ award for our continued engagement with disability 
groups.

“I feel incredibly proud to be part of a team that deliver such 
fantastic sessions to fantastic people.”

Sarah Jones, LCitC
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